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• The following is a list of archaeological work undertaken since 2003 within the LAP lands:
• Nicholls. J. (July, 2003) Geophysical Survey, Lands at Oldtown, Swords, North County Dublin.

Licence No. 03R095. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.
• Baker, C. (August, 2003a) Archaeological Assessment, Oldtown, Swords, County Dublin.

Licence No. 03E1080. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.
• Baker, C. (September, 2003b) Archaeological Assessment [of an] Access Road, Oldtown,

Swords, County Dublin. Licence No. 03E1080 (ext.). Unpublished report. Margaret Gowen &
Co. Ltd.

• Baker, C. (September, 2003c) Archaeological Monitoring [of an] Access Road, Oldtown,
Swords, County Dublin. Licence No. 03E1080 (ext.). Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen &
Co. Ltd.

• Baker C. (2004) ‘A lost ecclesiastical site in Fingal’ in Archaeology Ireland Vol. 18 No. 3 (Autumn 
2004).

• Stephens, C. (November, 2005) Geophysical Survey Report, Oldtown, Swords, North County
Dublin. Licence No. 05ER139. Unpublished report, GSB Prospection on behalf of Margaret
Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Jordan, J. (December, 2005) Archaeological, Architectural & Cultural Heritage Appraisal, LAP,
Oldtown, Swords, Co. Dublin. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Jordan, J. (December, 2005). Archaeological, Architectural & Cultural Heritage Appraisal, LAP,
Mooretown, Swords, Co. Dublin. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Leigh, J. (March, 2006) Geophysical Survey Report, Mooretown, Swords, County Dublin.
Licence No. 05R170. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Bolger, T. (July, 2006) Archaeological Assessment, Oldtown/Mooretown, Swords, County
Dublin. Licence No. 06E0578. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Deery, S. (September, 2006) Strategic Environmental Assessment of Oldtown. Unpublished
report, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Frazer, W.O. (September, 2007) Archaeological Assessment, Permanent School, Rathbeale
Road, Oldtown, Swords, Co. Dublin. Licence No. 06E0578ext. Unpublished report, Margaret
Gowen & Co. Ltd.

• Thébaudeau, B. (February, 2008) Geophysical Survey Report, Mooretown Local Area Plan.
Licence No. 08R0026. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd.

• Frazer, W.O. & Eriksson C. (July, 2008) Archaeological Assessment, Mooretown Local Area
Plan, Mooretown Townland, Swords, Co Dublin. Licence No. 08E0303. Unpublished report,
Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd.

• Harrison, D. (November, 2009) Geophysical Report Oldtown Swords, Co Dublin. Licence No
09R0217. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd.

• McQuade, M. (December, 2009) Archaeological Assessment, Oldtown Swords, Co. Dublin.
Licence No. 09E562. Unpublished report, Margaret Gowen & Co Ltd.

• Courtney, L. (2010) Oldtown-Mooretown Conservation and Management Plan, County Dublin’ 
Unpublished report for Fingal County Council

• Deery, S. (2011) Chapter 13, Cultural, Architectural and Archaeological EIS Oldtown, Swords,
Co. Dublin Unpublished report. Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd
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• Moraghan, M & McLoughlin, G. (November 2013) Archaeological Testing, Oldtown Swords,
Co. Dublin. Licence No. 13E0283. Unpublished report, Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy.

• McLoughlin, G. (December 2014) Draft Report Archaeological Testing & Monitoring, Oldtown
Swords, Co. Dublin. Licence No. 13E0283ext. Draft unpublished report, Courtney Deery
Heritage Consultancy.

• McLoughlin, G. (2015) Final archaeological report on archaeological monitoring, Mooretown
distributor road, Swords, Co. Dublin. F12A/0270. Licence Ref 13E0366. Unpublished report.
Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy

• Moraghan, M. and McLoughlin, G. (2016) Final Report on the results of Archaeological Test
Trenching and Monitoring. Glen Ellan Road, Oldtown, Swords, County Dublin (13E0283).
Unpublished report for Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd.

• Seaver, M. (2017) Preliminary Report on the Results of Archaeological Test Trenching,
Monitoring and Excavation, Phase 2. Glen Ellan Road, Oldtown, Swords, County Dublin.
Unpublished report for Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd.

• Clancy, P. (2017) Archaeological monitoring and excavation, GAA pitch and attenuation,
Oldtown, Swords, County Dublin. Licence Ref. 16E0342. Unpublished report, Courtney Deery
Heritage Consultancy

• McLoughlin, G. (2017) Archaeological Testing Report. Rathbeal, Swords, Co. Dublin. Licence
No. 17E0446. Unpublished report: Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy.

• Clancy, P. and McLoughlin, G. (2018) Final Archaeological Monitoring and Excavation Report:
GAA pitch and Attenuation Area, Oldtown, Swords, County Dublin. Licence no: 16E0342).
Unpublished report: Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy.

• Coen, L. (2019) Monitoring at Mooretown, Swords 18E0718 ext. www.excavations.ie
2019:238

• Rice, K. (2019) Preliminary Excavation Report, Oldtown Phase 5, Rathbeal, Sword, Co Dublin.
Unpublished report for Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd.

• McGlade, S. (2019) Monitoring at Mooretown, Swords 19E0287. www.excavations.ie
2019:475.

• McLoughlin, G. (2021) Final archaeological excavation report, Mooretown phase 1. Licence
Ref. 20E0376. Unpublished report for Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd.

• Deery, S. 2020. Preliminary archaeological excavation report, Rathbeal enclosure (Oldtown
Phase 2), Licence Ref. 19E0736. Unpublished report for Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy
Ltd.

• Other archaeological surveys outside the LAP investigations but relevant to it:
• Halliday, S. (2004) Report on Archaeological Testing Mooretown, Swords, Co. Dublin. Licence

No. 04E0543. Unpublished report, Arch-Tech Ltd.

http://www.excavations.ie/
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The focus of these investigations, which have been taking place since 2003, has been to provide a 
detailed archaeological assessment of the Mooretown and Oldtown lands. The result of these 
investigations is summarized in chronological order below. 

Licence No. 03E1080, Archaeological Assessment, Oldtown (Baker, C. 2003b) 

Archaeological assessment was carried out by Christine Baker (2003b) in the townland of 

Oldtown, directly to the north of Rathbeale Road, when the construction of a temporary roadway 
uncovered human skeletal remains. The assessment revealed ten east–west oriented burials, and an 
amount of disarticulated bone not associated with burials. Six artefacts, from the latter half of the 
early medieval period, were also recovered. A subsequent bone retrieval exercise yielded a further 
4216 bone fragments, representing a minimum of twenty individuals. 

Licence No. 03R095, Geophysical Survey, Oldtown (Nicholls, J. 2003) 

Geophysical survey (Nicholls 2003) showed that the burial site was part of a large complex of three 
concentric enclosures. The outer enclosure measured approximately 200m in diameter, with an 
entranceway towards the north. The middle and inner enclosures measured approximately 130m and 
70m in diameter, respectively. All finds of human skeletal remains were from within the inner 
enclosure, suggesting this was a ‘burial enclosure’ within the ecclesiastical complex. To the northwest 
of the main complex, a network of cells within a further enclosure was recorded. This network was 
made up of sub-rectangular cells with possible internal pits, surrounded by a wider enclosure. 

Licence No. 03E1080 (ext), Archaeological Assessment [of an] Access Road, Oldtown 
(Baker, C. 2003a) 

The geophysical survey was followed by a further phase of test excavation (Baker 2003a) that 
uncovered thirty archaeological features—some 40% of which were investigated further—and several 
drains. It was found that the layout of the enclosure network respected the boundaries of the main 
complex identified during geophysical survey. The layout also corresponded with many of the internal 
divisions of the main enclosure. In addition, the fills of the investigated features corresponded to those 
of the central complex. The features investigated appeared to be field systems associated with the 
main ecclesiastical complex previously discovered. 

Licence No. 03E1080 (ext.), Archaeological Monitoring [of an] Access Road, Oldtown, 
Swords, County Dublin (Baker, C. 2003c) 

Archaeological monitoring was undertaken during the construction of an access road and the site of 
the temporary school, to the west of the ecclesiastical enclosure, was inspected after removal of 
topsoil. The monitoring confirmed the results of the geophysical survey, as no findings of 
archaeological significance were identified, thus delimiting the northern and western extent of the 
ecclesiastical complex. 

Licence No. 04E0543, Geophysical Survey and Testing (Halliday, S. 2004, GSB 
Prospection & Arch Tech Ltd; report kindly supplied by Arch-Tech Ltd) 
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Geophysical survey and test excavation were carried out by Archtech Ltd in Mooretown townland, in 
two fields directly to the north of the Rathbeale Road and to the south of the 

Oldtown enclosure site. These investigations revealed the continuation of the outer, or middle, ditch 
of the ecclesiastical enclosure in the westernmost field, south of the watercourse. From within the 
ditch, one sherd of possible souterrain ware was retrieved, supporting evidence from elsewhere in 
the complex that it is early medieval in date. Two archaeological features were identified outside the 
enclosure ditch: a possible rectangular feature to the southeast, and a curvilinear feature further to 
the south. It was also confirmed that the burials on the site did not extend south of the watercourse. 
In the easternmost field, no features of archaeological significance were identified, limiting the 
enclosure to the east. 

Licence No. 05R139, Geophysical Survey, Oldtown (GSB Prospection, November 2005) 

Further geophysical survey covered the remainder of the Oldtown lands, apart from two small areas 
in the southeast corner that lay to the southeast of a watercourse which was itself of archaeological 
potential. The survey identified several possible archaeological anomalies in the central and eastern 
parts of the study area, as well as to its southeast. These possible archaeological features lay at the 
periphery of the previously identified archaeological site, and they are likely to be associated with land 
use rather than settlement activity. These features were tested by T. Bolger. 

Licence No. 05R170, Geophysical Survey, Mooretown (Leigh, J., March 2006) 

This survey revealed the southern extent of the previously identified ecclesiastical complex at 
Oldtown. The results indicated a large southern annex, or cellular enclosure complex, extending into 
the Mooretown lands, and cut by the Rathbeale Road. The results showed a series of linear and 
curvilinear anomalies, indicating enclosing ditches and occupational activity. This annex was similar to 
the field system/enclosure annex to the northwest of the main complex. In the southeast of the 
Mooretown lands, a series of rectilinear responses, forming an L-shaped cellular pattern, were 
identified. These were similar to the previously identified cellular annexes/field systems associated 
with the ecclesiastical complex and were thought to perhaps be related to the holy well (RMP 
DU011:018) or the supposed Glasmore Abbey church (RMP DU011:019), located to the south and 
southeast. 

Licence No. 06E0578 Archaeological Assessment, Oldtown/Mooretown, (Bolger, T. July 
2006) 

• Archaeological testing of the Oldtown Geophysical Survey Anomalies

Apart from the main ecclesiastical complex, no other large scale archaeological sites were identified 
in the Oldtown lands by this investigation. A number of linear features were recorded. These are most 
likely agricultural but could possibly be ploughed-out ditches. No substantial features associated with 
the ecclesiastical complex were recorded to the north of the new access road. While the linear 
features described above are most likely post-medieval or modern in date, an earlier date cannot be 
completely discounted, as these fields would have been continuously kept in use as tillage and 
pasture, and because the lands have a long history of agricultural development and exploitation. 
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• Archaeological testing of the Mooretown Geophysical Survey Anomalies

A high potential for additional surviving features, related to the ecclesiastical complex at Oldtown, had 
been suggested by the previous geophysical survey, directly to the south of Rathbeale Road. However, 
these lands were not available for testing at the time, which restricted the archaeological assessment 
to the western part of the Mooretown lands. Within this section of the lands, the geophysics did not 
indicate any area of strong archaeological potential, and no further information was gained during the 
testing. Apart from a linear feature—possibly an agricultural furrow—in T16, no archaeology of 
significance was identified. 

Licence No. 06E0578 ext Archaeological Assessment, Permanent School, Oldtown, 
(Frazer, W.O. August 2007) 

Two narrow, shallow curvilinear ditches were identified during test excavation, in advance of anew 
school development, to the west of the northwest annex of the main ecclesiastical complex at 
Oldtown. These ditches had not been identified by previous geophysical survey—most likely because 
of their sterile, subsoil-like fills—and they do not form part of any enclosure or ‘cell’. Instead, they 
have been interpreted as ‘livestock-driving ditches’ outside of the annex, related to water 
management and cattle husbandry. Although the ditches yielded no direct evidence for dating, they 
are clearly connected to the adjacent northwest annex of the ecclesiastical complex. 

Licence No. 08R0026, Geophysical Survey Report, Mooretown LAP (Thébaudeau, B. 
February 2008) 

Several clusters of possible archaeological anomalies were indicated by further geophysical 

survey, carried out in the western part of Mooretown townland. None of these responses were of the 
same calibre as the Oldtown ecclesiastical complex though they did prove to be archaeological in 
nature. 

Licence No. 08E0303, Archaeological Assessment for Mooretown LAP (Frazer, W.O. & 
Eriksson C. July 2008) 

Archaeology was identified in nine locations within the Mooretown Lands. Based upon the results of 
geophysical survey (Thébaudeau 2008), archaeological testing, and landscape archaeological analysis, 
‘Archaeological Risk Zones’ have been established around the nine locations. These are not zones that 
preclude development, but rather indicate the extent of identified archaeology. The zones include 
‘buffer areas’ of 10–20m around the identified archaeology, in keeping with accepted practice and the 
general recommendations of heritage authorities on other greenfield developments. The nature of 
the archaeology identified in the test excavation, the location of sites in the landscape and the 
artefacts recovered during testing suggest that the sites date predominantly from the Bronze Age (i.e., 
c. 2400–500 BC), early medieval period (c. 400–1200 AD) and medieval period (c. 1200–1600 AD).
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Licence No. 09E562, Archaeological Assessment, Oldtown Swords (McQuade, M. 
December 2009) 

No archaeological features were identified during monitoring of excavation works carried out for the 
construction of the access road and playing pitches (Baker 2003c). The results of testing (09E562) and 
geophysical survey (09-R-0217) indicate that much of the proposed development site had been 
disturbed by the insertion of services and other works associated with the existing road and pitches. 
One field ditch of unconfirmed date, which is thought to have little or no archaeological significance, 
was identified. A single sherd of 17th century pottery (North Devon gravel-free ware), not from its 
original context was retrieved from the spoil. 

Licence No. 13E0283, Archaeological Testing, Oldtown Swords (Moraghan, M. & 
McLoughlin, G. November 2013)  

35 test trenches were excavated in advance of a previous phase of development in Oldtown. The 
trenches were mostly located in the Phase 1 and Oldtown Regional Park areas of the development, 
however the Phase 3 development area was also included. Three areas of differing ground conditions 
were encountered during the testing and the largest of these was a wheat field immediately north of 
the Glen Ellan Road. Trenches T1-T16 were located in this area and of these T13-T16 were in the Phase 
3 area. No features of archaeological interest were identified.  

The second area lay to the north of the wheat field and consisted of entirely made-up ground. No 
original topsoil or upper subsoil levels survive in situ in this location. Trenches T17-T21 were located 
in this area. Two trenches excavated in this area in 2006 (Bolger) found the same results.  

The third area was located in an area of pasture and potato crop. T22 was in a pasture field and T23-
T25 and additional trenches T27-T35 were in the potato field (future Oldtown Regional Park). It was 
not possible to test in the potato field during the initial phase of testing and trenches T23-T25 and 
T27-T35 were tested at a later date after the crop of potatoes had been harvested.  

Two archaeological features were identified in the potato field. The first was an elongated pit or 
possibly two intercutting or conjoined pits uncovered in T25 (Fig. 13.3) and the second was an 
enclosure ditch, the western extent of which was identified during topsoil stripping for an ESB duct. 
Additional testing followed this discovery in order to establish the nature and extent of the enclosure 
and the northern and southern extents were identified in trenches T27, T32 and T34 (Fig. 13.3). The 
eastern extent of the enclosure remains elusive. The upper fills were largely comprised of re-deposited 
natural subsoil, varying to grey silty clay and included sea shells, snail shells and animal bone. A test 
section of the ditch measured 3m wide x 1.5m deep and had steep sides and a broad U shaped or flat 
base. The enclosure is thought to measure approximately 60m east-west x 80m north-south. No 
dateable artefacts were recovered from the test section. 

Licence No. 13E0283ext, Final Report on the results of Archaeological Test Trenching 
and Monitoring. Glen Ellan Road, Oldtown, Swords, County Dublin (Moraghan, M. and 
McLoughlin, G. 2016) 
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Archaeological monitoring of the Phase 1 housing development and wider drainage, road and ESB 
infrastructural works was carried out at the site from September 2013 – November 2014. Sections of 
a roadway and associated drainage ditches were identified during monitoring and in places were 
sealed by up to 0.8m of re-deposited subsoil. This feature represented the remains of a roadway 
depicted as early as 1760 on the mapping of the area and continued to be represented on the OS map 
editions of 1837 and 1906. The overburden of subsoil in places represents an attempt to level out the 
ground somewhat in the not too distant past. 

A number of linear features consistent with agricultural activity were identified in the east of the site, 
oriented variously north-south, northwest – south east and southwest to northeast. They measured 
between 1-1.5m wide and between 0.2 – 0.5m deep and some of them may correspond with linear 
features identified in a previous geophysical survey. No dateable finds were recovered from any of 
the ditches. Various stone filled field drains, generally c.0.5m wide were also identified. 

In addition, several small isolated pit features were identified during the course of the monitoring, 
none of which produced any dateable finds. In the west of the area along the line of the western 
distributor road a small oval cereal drying kiln was uncovered in Rathbeal townland. It measured 
1.34m east-west x 1.04m x 0.26m deep and was filled with alternating layers of charcoal and re-
deposited natural subsoil. A sample taken from the basal fill contained charred cereal remains. A 
charred barley grain from the kiln was sampled for C14 dating, and returned a 2σ date range of 402—
207 cal. BC (Moraghan and McLoughlin 2016). 

Licence No. 13E0366 Final archaeological report on archaeological monitoring, 
Mooretown distributor road, Swords, Co. Dublin. (McLoughlin, G. 2015) 

Archaeological monitoring took place in two phases. Phase 1 involved monitoring of geotechnical test 
pits and soak away pits in July 2014 and Phase 2 involved monitoring of topsoil stripping along the 
route of the proposed road and investigation of potential archaeological features uncovered. Phase 2 
took place from May-July 2015. Following monitoring of topsoil stripping a team of three 
archaeologists investigated features identified during monitoring, including those identified during 
testing in 2008 as being of archaeological potential. All of the features identified in testing were 
sectioned and recorded and none of these features proved to be of archaeological significance. The 
large ditch thought to be a millrace in testing, proved to be a linear ditch oriented west-southwest – 
east-northeast and there was no evidence to suggest that it was related to the mill located to the east 
and it may simply represent a former field boundary. It does however remain a possibility that this 
ditch could represent a millrace and this should be kept in mind when further areas to the east are 
being stripped of topsoil in the future. 

In addition to the features identified during testing a sub-oval pit containing charcoal and burnt stones 
was identified in southwest corner of field 16 and represented a trough most likely to have been 
associated with a burnt mound / fulacht fiadh which had been ploughed out. The pit was located in a 
low-lying area of the field likely to have been a wet area in the past, a typical location for these sites 
which have been found to predominantly date to the second millennium BC. 
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Licence No. 16E0342, Final Archaeological Monitoring and Excavation Report, GAA pitch 
and Attenuation Area, Glen Ellan Road, Oldtown, Swords, Co. Dublin (Clancy, P. and 
McLoughlin, G. 2018) 

Excavations within the development area resulted in the preservation by record of two cereal drying 
kilns, a hearth and eight dispersed pits. A U-shaped enclosure measuring 42.6m east-west x 35m 
north-south with associated internal pits was also identified and in consultation with the National 
Monuments Services the proposed development was redesigned, and steps taken to preserve the 
remains in situ. To establish the nature of the enclosure, sections were excavated and recorded 
through the enclosing ditch and the internal features were fully excavated. The site is now covered by 
a large earthen bund.  

Three phases of activity were identified as a result of these investigations. The first phase comprised 
a cereal drying kiln and two associated shallow pits. Charred cereal from the kiln was dated to BC 149 
– 118 AD, placing this activity in the middle Iron Age. The second phase comprised a cereal drying kiln
and a hearth. Charcoal from these features was dated to AD 341-533 and AD 263-505 AD, placing this
activity in the later Iron Age. The third phase comprised a U-shaped ditched enclosure with associated
internal features and charcoal from the ditch was dated to 777-1020 AD, placing this activity in the
early medieval period.

Licence No. 17E0104, Archaeological Test trenching, Monitoring and Excavation, Phase 
2. Glen Ellan Road, Oldtown, Swords, Co. Dublin (Seaver, M.2017 – preliminary report)

Twenty-three test machine dug trenches, T1–T23 were excavated in March 2017 in the Phase 2 
application area and a further programme of archaeological monitoring and excavation were carried 
out at the site between March 28th and May 15th, 2017. The test trenches revealed the remains of a 
C18th/C19th east-west field boundary shown on historic maps and on geophysical survey. Plough 
furrows and stone filled drains were identified in several trenches. Two areas of archaeological 
significance were found during testing. In Field 2 Trench 13 contained a large oval anomaly containing 
concentrations of burnt bone and charcoal flecks. In Field 1 Trench 14 contained a gully running 
northwest-southeast running into the existing hedgerow. It contained animal bone and charcoal. 
Archaeological monitoring took place of a substantial area at the northern end of Field 2 to allow for 
the construction of a temporary compound between 28th-30th March. This uncovered a pit and an 
area of scorching. All three areas were recommended for excavation. 

Subsequent excavation took place between 5th April and 15 May.2017. The excavations in the 
Temporary Car Park revealed a pit containing Bronze Age ceramics and lithics in the north of the site. 
This is the earliest feature to be excavated in the Oldtown/Mooretown complex to date.  Excavations 
in the area around Trench 13 uncovered a series of ditches and gullies and a substantial well up to 
2.5m in depth. Animal bone indicated disposal of butchering and food waste while sawn antler 
suggested waste from craftworking. These features are likely to be of early medieval date. Two further 
gullies trending from east-west were excavated in Field 1, one of which contained a fragment of a 
granite quernstone and an iron billhook along with animal bone and charcoal rich soil.  
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Licence No. 17E0446, Archaeological Testing Report. Rathbeal, Swords, Co. Dublin 
(McLoughlin 2017) 

Archaeological testing was carried out over 5 days from the 25th of September 2017 in advance of 
planning for Oldtown Phase 5. The purpose of the programme of archaeological testing was to 
examine the anomalies identified in the geophysical survey of the area (Licence no: 11R0044) and to 
establish whether there were any archaeological remains associated with the features indicated in the 
aerial photography in the field to the west and if any remains were identified, to establish the nature, 
extent and character of any such remains. In total 12 test trenches were excavated and archaeological 
features were identified in two areas, in Trenches T2 and T4. A boundary ditch which corresponds with 
historical OS mapping was also identified, as well as numerous drainage features across the excavated 
areas. 

A probable cereal drying kiln (C23) was discovered in test trench T2. The feature, oriented east-west 
measured c. 2.5m x 1.15m and oxidised soil was visible around the edges of the cut which appeared 
to be slightly waisted or figure-of-eight shaped. It was not deemed necessary to section this feature. 
Additional trenches were excavated in the vicinity of the kiln to investigate if there were any further 
associated features, and no further features were evident. 

An apparently isolated pit (C21) was identified in trench T4 and further trenches were opened in the 
vicinity in an attempt to establish if there were any further associated features. The pit measured 
0.65m x 0.5m x 0.24m deep and contained small fragments of poorly preserved animal bone and 
charcoal flecks. These features were recorded, covered in polythene and the trenches backfilled. 
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APPENDIX 13.3 NATIONAL MONUMENTS LEGISLATION 1930-2004 
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All archaeological sites have the full protection of the national monuments legislation (Principal Act 
1930; Amendments 1954, 1987, 1994 and 2004). 

In the 1987 Amendment of Section 2 of the Principal Act (1930), the definition of a national 
monument is specified as: 

any artificial or partly artificial building, structure or erection or group of such buildings, structures or 
erections, 

any artificial cave, stone or natural product, whether forming part of the ground, that has been 
artificially carved, sculptured or worked upon or which (where it does not form part of the place where 
it is) appears to have been purposely put or arranged in position, 

any, or any part of any, prehistoric or ancient 

(i) tomb, grave or burial deposit, or (ii) ritual, industrial or habitation site,

and 

any place comprising the remains or traces of any such building, structure or erection, any cave, stone 
or natural product or any such tomb, grave, burial deposit or ritual, industrial or habitation site... 

Under Section 14 of the Principal Act (1930): 

It shall be unlawful... 

to demolish or remove wholly or in part or to disfigure, deface, alter, or in any manner injure or 
interfere with any such national monument without or otherwise than in accordance with the consent 
hereinafter mentioned (a licence issued by the Office of Public Works National Monuments Branch), 

or 

to excavate, dig, plough or otherwise disturb the ground within, around, or in the proximity to any 
such national monument without or otherwise than in accordance... 

Under Amendment to Section 23 of the Principal Act (1930), a person who finds an archaeological 
object shall, within four days after the finding, make a report of it to a member of the Garda 
Síochána...or the Director of the National Museum... 

The latter is of relevance to any finds made during a watching brief. 

In the 1994 Amendment of Section 12 of the Principal Act (1930), all of the sites and ‘places’ recorded 
by the Sites and Monuments Record of the Office of Public Works are provided with a new status in 
law.  This new status provides a level of protection to the listed sites that is equivalent to that accorded 
to ‘registered’ sites [Section 8(1), National Monuments Amendment Act 1954] as follows: 

The Commissioners shall establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where they believe 
there are monuments and the record shall be comprised of a list of monuments and such places and 
a map or maps showing each monument and such place in respect of each county in the State. 
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The Commissioners shall cause to be exhibited in a prescribed manner in each county the list and map 
or maps of the county drawn up and publish in a prescribed manner information about when and 
where the lists and maps may be consulted. 

In addition, when the owner or occupier (not being the Commissioners) of a monument or place which 
has been recorded, or any person proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit the carrying out of, any 
work at or in relation to such monument or place, he shall give notice in writing of his proposal to 
carry out the work to the Commissioners and shall not, except in the case of urgent necessity and with 
the consent of the Commissioners, commence the work for a period of two months after having given 
the notice. 

The National Monuments Amendment Act 2004 

The National Monuments Amendment Act enacted in 2004 provides clarification in relation to the 
division of responsibilities between the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 
Finance and Arts, Sports and Tourism together with the Commissioners of Public Works. The Minister 
of Environment, Heritage and Local Government will issue directions relating to archaeological works 
and will be advised by the National Monuments Section and the National Museum of Ireland. The Act 
gives discretion to the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to grant consent or 
issue directions in relation to road developments (Section 49 and 51) approved by An Bord Pleanála 
and/or in relation to the discovery of National Monuments 

14A. (1) The consent of the Minister under section 14 of this Act and any further consent or licence 
under any other provision of the National Monuments Acts 1930 to 2004 shall not be required where 
the works involved are connected with an approved road development. 

(2) Any works of an archaeological nature that are carried out in respect of an approved road
development shall be carried out in accordance with the directions of the Minister, which directions
shall be issued following consultation by the minister with the Director of the National Museum of
Ireland.

Subsection 14A (4) Where a national monument has been discovered to which subsection (3) of this 
section relates, then 

(a) the road authority carrying out the road development shall report the discovery to the
Minister

(b) subject to subsection (7) of this section, and pending any directions by the minister under
paragraph (d) of this subsection, no works which would interfere with the monument shall be
carried out, except works urgently required to secure its preservation carried out in
accordance with such measures as may be specified by the Minister

The Minister will consult with the Director of the National Museum of Ireland for a period not longer 
than 14 days before issuing further directions in relation to the national monument. 

The Minister will not be restricted to archaeological considerations alone but will also consider the 
wider public interest. 
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Structures of architectural, cultural, scientific, historical, or archaeological interest can also be 
protected under the Planning and Development Act, 2000.  

This act provides for the inclusion of protected structures into the planning authorities’ development 
plans and sets out statutory regulations regarding works affecting such structures. Under the new 
legislation, no distinction is made between buildings formerly classified under development plans as 
List 1 and List 2. Such buildings are now all regarded as ‘protected structures’. 

The act defines a ‘protected structure’ as follows: 

(a) a structure, or

(b) a specified part of a structure,

which is included in a record of protected structures, and, where that record so indicates, includes any 
specified feature which is within the attendant grounds of the structure and which would not 
otherwise be included in this definition.   

‘Protection’, in relation to a structure or part of a structure, includes conservation, preservation, and 
improvement compatible with maintaining the character and interest of the structure or part; 

Part IV of the act deals with architectural heritage, and Section 57 deals specifically with works 
affecting the character of protected structures or proposed protected structures. 

…the carrying out of works to a protected structure, or a proposed protected structure, shall be 
exempted development only if those works would not materially affect the character of— 

(a) the structure, or

(b) any element of the structure which contributes to its special architectural, historical,
archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest.

Section 58, subsection 4 states that: 

Any person who, without lawful authority, causes damage to a protected structure or a proposed 
protected structure shall be guilty of an offence. 
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